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ARMISTICE DAY.

\s the anniversary of the gigning of the Armistice comes around
more and as one looks the country and the world over in the
lght of eriticism one is inelined to ask, **Was 1t all worth while ™'

The peace that was promised and was hoped for has net come
to the world. War is not abolished but rages in several seetions ol
Eastern  Burope. Upset nations are being left to strogele and
grope their way into the light. New nations are squabbling and dis.
puting over boumdaries and invading disputed territory,  Famine
stalks gauntly through many lands and discase claims its victims
by thousands. While the clash of arms is not so deafening and
cannons do not roar so loudly there has been no abatement in com-
mercial strife.  For the trade of the world nations are still at each
throats, The brotherhood of nutions was but a passing
dream, 11 would svem.

AL home we have an army of unemployed that numbers 5,000,
000 of whom nearly a million are said to have been serviee men in
the war. Industries are shut down or glowed down,  Manufaeture
and the railrosds demand reduetions in the wages they must pay
before they will reduce prices and labor demands that its pay shall
be kept up until living costs shall be reduced. Longer hours at
less pay are demanded of the workers, they see that which they
gained during the war days slipping from them. Then every in-
ducement was held out to the countey to produee while nrow each
strives to make the other reduee. The pursuit of the almighty del-
lur was never more hot, never was there a more egger grabbing for
gold than today.

Both at howe and abtoad, it is alleged that erime and inmor-
ality are epidemie, but unmorality and unhonesty would be better
words, Crimes against womanhood are more frequent, erimes of
violence have inereased. What was frowned upon by society, the
socinl organization is meant, onee is now permitted and even rev-
eled in. There has come a distinet letting down of standards,

Had America not been told it was aiding in fighting the battles
of humanity, that the struggle was to make the “world safe for
demoeraey,'’ there would not have been the fervor for enlistment,
there would not have been the cheerful response to the draft call,
sons, and husbands and fathers would not have been bidden to go
forth as they were by loving mothers, wives, sweethearts and sis-
ters. There would not have been the willing saerifices in food
saving and other cconomies practiced all over the land if it had
been said that America entered the war because she was affronted,
hecause her trade and commeree was interfered with by the German
stubmarine poliey and because America might come next in line of
vonguest werg imperialism vietorious.  But a hali’ hearted response
would have come to such a call.

In the days sinee the signing of the armistice there has come
a breaking down and a shattering of ideals. Altruism lies helpless
in the dust and the world pereeives the milenium is far, far away.
If erimes of violenee have inéreased, iff there has been a breaking
down of morality and of honesty, the cause to be found in the loss
of the high ideals that were presented in the war days.

However, beautitul ideals and splendid dreams are not all that
have been shattered by the awakening that has come during the
three years that have followed the armistice. During the war and
sinee much that was false in standards and conceptions was dis-
covered.  Ulvilization and the social organism came to be viewed
trom different view points from the past and under new lights.
There has come a broader and a elearer knowledge of life and
relationships, recognition of far reaching truths, and thought has
been given to subjects not previously considered, New attitudes
have arisen, the very differenee in which often leads those who still
cling 10 the old to condemn the new as wrong.

The fact that the broken ideals, the vanished dreams were
cherished for a time has left a discontent and a dissatisfaetion with
old conditions and with those of the present, a longing for soue-
thing new that can only be satisfied by something larger and some-
thing better, something™that will at least approach the hopes of
the war days. There can never be a return to old and narrow
viewpoints. True there is a tendeney to ignore the ethical for the
essentially praetieal.  True there would be no conference for the
limitation of armaments were it not that commeree and industry
have come to a recognition of the eost of war to themselves and that
the fruits thereof are smaller than such cusis warrani, bhut ou
of the practical will again avise the ethieal, though in the shape of
o eonsiderably different code.  Truth may be clouded for a time
but it will emerge in the end elear and recognizable.

To ordinary vision only the surface appears and the swrface
ol life’s stream today appears foul and muddied. Deep down in
the depths, however, the stream is flowing elear, pure and ¢lean,
flowing on, and ever out on into the sea of infinity. The hefouled
surface will arouse a disgust with the conditions of today, the raising
of new ideals, perhaps easier of realization, and those again unto
ideals still higher and more beautiful,

The world is better for the great war, not worse. The struggle
of Ameriea's manhood was worth while, the part they played was
glorious though not just in the way they expeeted. They have
assisted in the bringing about of new conditions which are now
only in the formulative state. All they hoped for was not achieved,
it is true. Granted that it may appear to some that little worth
while has resulted. Yet the change was made, yvet the foundation
for a better and a cleaner eivilization was laid. The participation
of America has not been all in vain and in days to eome this will
grow more and more apparent
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FILIPINOS AND WAGES.

Five reasons for a reconsideration of the veduetion in wages
for unskilled labor have been presented to the Planters' Associa-
tion in a petition from some of the Filipino workers through Pablo
Mnlilullil and his choiee as the one to present it is ’I::xi'rll)‘ a good
one, diseredited as he is by his past record. However, the peints

raised are deserving of being eonsidered and answered. They were

o>

If fewer men were looking for wives and more for unmarried women
to make wives, there would be less domestic infelicity and n detrease of
the divorce evil

o nn
Many a marriage has been spoiled by too mueh sympathy, that s by

symputhy extended by those of the other sex outside the family.

o nn
espatches from Honolulu Saturday sald the anti-saloon league was

gending an organizer to Maul to form a committee lor prohibition law en-
It i& not diffficult to find citizens who will not be on the com
mittee nor Lo mention those who will be.

o un
The Redsking lived far alead of time. It would have been a matter of |

rare convenlence If they could have gone to the drug store ror their lip
stieks nnd cosmetics before going on the war path.
#t o an

Wide differences of opinion exist as to just what constitutes the modern |
She scems somewhnt uncertain hersell. |

U nn
It is easy 10 hold up marks for the conference on armament limilation

to shoot at but the length of the range has to be limited else the maikes-
men will fall short of the target,

$#t nnn
Getting right down to brass tacks it is the pocket book and not any

great realization of the horrors of war that is (he greatest incentive for
peace in (hege dayve and vet il Is the greed for commercial wealth that s
WA,

loreement.

girl.

the chiel cause ol

# nnn
Sighs and groans do not carry the ship of life Into the port of succeas,

It takes strenuous effort and constant labor

recently published at some length in the Nippu Jiji as applying
cqually to Japanese labor.

One point raized is of comparatively small importance since i
is vomplained that netice was not given until Oetober 13 of a change
to be effective November 1, while it is asserted that a yvear ago the
laborers woere told there would be no change exeept upon 30 days
written notice.  The ¢hange had to come and its being put into
operation 12 days earlier is not of great moment, Readjustments
could eome in 18 days as well as in 30,

The first point set forth is that the cost of living has not de-
clined proportionately with the reduetion in the wage seale and
that Filipinos will réturn home sinee they cannot live on the wage
offered to them., Taking into  consideration the combination of
wage and bonus of the war days it must be admitted that living
costs have not lowered in proportion but it is a well established |
fuet that in the war times and early peost war times a large pro-
portion of the earnings of the laborers went for luxuries. Luxuries
will have to be redueced materially not by unskilled labor alone
but by skilled employes the staffs and the stockholders as well
The laborer is receiving a reduced return, the stoekholder is being
left with no return at all on investment until sugar prices improve. |

As to the talk of returning to the Philippines, conditions there |
are very mueh worse than here, according to reports, and 'innuigru-i
tion from there in larger vumbers is forecast in correspondence
and telegraphie news despatehes.  Conditions here are noteso satis-
factory as they were but in their old homes the Filipinos, should
they rveturn, would find them c¢ven less so. The attitude of the
Filipinos may be refleeted from their announcement to the manage-
went of one Maui plantation, that if prices at the ““movies’” were
reduced they would not mind greatly the wage reduction.  They
were unwilling to have their amusements cut down.

It is asserted that the Filipinos have worked loyally during
the labor shortage and that more is expected of them than when
wages were higher and labor more plentiful and they have come
up 1o expectations, that if they are not accorded ““fair treatment”
they will lose heart and work with less energy. This is answered
by the fact that when sugar was high their compensation was far|
above anything they had ever expeeted to receive and now when
operations arve eonducted at a loss it is only fair that they should
assist in meeting the situation,  From the past they ean judge the |
future and they have elear evidenee that they will share in pmﬁls|
when there shall be profits. There is the greater reason for energy
when viewed in the light of a partnership.

The special investigation by the Philippines government of liv-
ing conditions here is cited. Without doubt there has been eause
for complaint on some of the plantations but such cause is not gen-
eral by any means and the conditions as found would not warrant
the forbidding of further immigration here, by any manner of
means. l

As to the peint relative ta Amerieanization and the eut being
in eontravention of assertions made to Washington, it is not well
taken. When it is said that “‘capitalists are forcing men to work
for starvation wages in order that their dividends may not be
reduced,”” it is a falsehood.  Dividends were redueed long before!
there was any wage cut, other than the decreased bonus that auto-
matically resulted from lower prices and the plantations are seck-
ing not profits but to avoid or to minimize actual loss.

The petition does not recognize the partnership that exists be-
tween employer and employe, that where profits are shared in good |
times there must come hardship to both partners in bad times. Sym- |
_pathy is due to those whose income be reduced by reason of high |
produetion costs and low sugar prices, whether such reduetion be |
in the returns of labor or investment. It is a matter of regret that
wages are at a minimum now, but conditions of the laborer are not
nearly so bad as have been painted in the petition.

Actual sessions of the conference for the limitation of arma-
ments are expeeted to start tomorrow. There is reason to look for
halts and perhaps interruptions. Whatever results are securved will
have to come from a unanimity of aection not from majority rule,
'l‘iwn. will have to be “give and take’' and it should be recognized
at the outset that the moving influence of the conference is quite as
much finaneial as ethieal, probably much more so though that is
not a pleasant remark to make.

A TOWER OF STRENGTH

The Waterhouse Trust Co. is an active, wellinformed com.
munity Institution, backed by ample resources and experienced
personnel for the protection and promotion of its clients’' in.
terests.

Irrespective of the financial bulk of your affairs the com-
pany can serve you well,

While large enough to handie the largest business, it is not
too large to give courteous, personal consideration to the more
moderate demands made upon it

Your fiduciary requirements will receive here all the bene.
fits of a strong, adequately equipped organization,

WATERHOUSE TRUST CO., LTD.

HONOLULLU.

GRAND PUBLIC OPENING
of

| FORESTERS' HALL AT KAHULUI

Good Music and a Jolly Good Time is promised you
by the Maples Symphony Orchestra

REMEMBER THE DATE
Saturday, November 19, at 7:30 P. M.

COME AND BRING ALL YOUR FRIENDS
ADMISSION, 50 CENTS
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NEW BELTING?

If an old belt in the mill is to be replaced by a new
one during the fall overhaul, Graton and Knight

should be the brand on the new belt installed.

Graton and Knight, makers of standardized
leather belting for power transmission, have built
up a national business by making honest goods.
There is a Graton and Knight belt for every use
under any condition.

Honolulu Iron Works, Ltd.

Wholesale Distributors

good meals in Honolulu
AWAIT YOU AT CHILD'S

New, modern, high class restau-
rant, centrally located. Good
and comfortable. Intelligent,
courteous service. European
plan. Operated in connection
with the

Blaisdell Hotel

J. E. CHILD, Proprietor

Dealers In General Merchandise

| American Factors Paints
AmFac Red Label Coffee
Yale Locks and Hardware

il AMERICAN ™a§ FACTORS 1'0 |

MUSIC MAKES THE OLD WORLD
BRIGHTER

Pianos, Player-Pianos, Brunswick Phonographs, Ukuleles
and other musical instruments of all descriptions.

Some splendid bargains in remodeled and remade pianos
always on display. New ones coming in frequently.

PIANOS REPAIRED, TUNED AND RENOVATED

Sheet Musie, Rolls and Records, the very latest and most
popular songs, melodies and dance music, coming in on nearly
every steamer from the Mainland.

What We haven't we can get, but generally have it. Drop
in and have them tried out for you and select from those that
please you most at the music center of Maui.

HONOLULU MUSIC CO., LTD.

JACK BERGSTROM, REPRESENTATIVE.
MAIN AND HIGH STREETS, WAILUKU.

IT'S A PLEASURE TO SHOP

In the handsomest store on Maui, where one finds a com-

plete stock of Dry Goods, Furnishings, Notions, Gro-

ceries and general merchandise, where service and atten-
tion are the best

THE LAHAINA STORE
Phone 27-B, Lahaina. Branch at Puukolii.

ALL MAUI READS MAUI NEWS WANT ADS.




